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A 1980s CONDO IS
SKILLFULLY RENEWED

sTory: Giannina S. Bedford

: “)?’ evin Todd enjoyed

downtown urban

,  living while work-

, ing at CNN Center,
but after retiring from his career
as a finance executive, it was time
for a change. In July 2018, he pur-
chased a unit in Park Place, trad-
ing The Residences at W Atlanta
Downtown for an address in one of
Buckhead’s tallest buildings. The
24th-floor unit had a stunning view,

but the interior needed attention.

“I wanted to do a renovation. This
turned out to be a great fit for
the amount of space I got and the
ability to reconfigure it to what
I wanted,” Todd says. “There are
beautiful views of the downtown
skyline looking south and the cano-
py of trees over the neighborhoods
looking southwest.”

The 2,400-square-foot condo,
clad in leopard print wallpaper,
blush walls, tiled countertops

and bi-fold accordion doors, had

pHoTOS: Emily Followill

a compartmentalized floor plan
and outdated galley kitchen.
Originally built as a two-bedroom,
the previous owner converted it
to a one-bedroom with a large
dressing space off the master.
Todd wanted to bring back the
second bedroom and update the
living space with an open floor
plan. For the massive undertaking,
Todd enlisted Mark Williams

and Niki Papadopoulos of Mark

Williams Design Associates. m
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Kevin Todd's
Buckhead residence
offers ample outdoor
space from which to

enjoy the views.

“There are beautiful views of the
downtown skyline looking south
and the canopy of trees over the
neighborhoods looking southwest.”

— Kevin Todd




Joann Viteli

The colorful masterpiece by America Martin depicts
three men playing music. It was one of three paintings
done by the artist for Todd to choose from.

Kevin Todd [above) is an avid reader. Shelves
to display his many books were a must-have
in his newly renovated condo.
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“The space has a very
relaxed, cohesive feel due
to the colors, materials
and fabrics used.”

— Kevin Todd

“This building opened in the 1980s,
50 it was designed in the late "70s.
The way people lived back then
was very compartmentalized, and
there was a room for each individual
function,” Williams says. “While this
looks like a modern condo building
from the outside, the original plans
were based on that lifestyle.”
During approximately 18 months,
the design team worked with
Russell Carnes of Earth Sky Build-
ers to recreate the interior. The
entry corridor and kitchen were
relocated, creating a sight line from
the front door to a window-fram-
ing view of the downtown skyline.
The new circular foyer, anchored
by a custom Hellman-Chang table,
malkes a distant memory of the

former trapezoid-shaped entry
that once featured multiple doors
leading to closets and sectioned-off
rooms. The new, relaxed elegance

is accentuated with colorful art
works by Atlanta artist Sheyda
Mehrara and built-in shelves that
display a smattering of white
accessories (Todd’s idea inspired

by a magazine photo).

The home’s main corridor show-
cases black-and-white landscape
photographs by British photogra-
pher Michael Kenna from Jackson
Fine Art. Todd, an avid traveler,
handpicked the images that capture
locales from Japan to Italy. Across
from the gallery wall, white oak
panels open to hidden storage
rooms, including a laundry space

The sleek kitchen features a walk-in pantry that was once the condo's original entry corridor.

Gold accents, inside of the Helmut Chang table legs
@ and an the Myoh art easels, adarn the circular foyer.
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and Todd's “shed” for tools and other
garage-worthy items. The corridor
is punctuated by the dining space
where an oval cutout in the ceiling
mirrors the shape of the table below
it. From the ceiling hangs a light
fixture of mouth-blown frosted
glass spheres by Apparatus Studio
that Todd handpicked from the
brand’s New York location. During
his shopping trip, he was also drawn
to two alabaster and brass light fix-
tures that illuminate the main living
space, including a conversation
area furnished in a cocktail table
and desk from Hellman-Chang and

chairs from A. Rudin.

“Lighting open floor plans can be
difficult. We wanted to avoid looking
like a lighting showroom,” says
Papadopoulos. “Apparatus’ Meridian
series allowed us to do that in the
main living space by utilizing differ-
ent sizes and versions of the fixture.”

Lining the nearby wall is a waist-
high built-in filled with books,

a smaller version of the floor-to-
ceiling unit on the opposite side of
the living room. Book storage was
one of Todd's must-haves.

“In his previous home, Kevin had
done a lot of built-ins for books,”
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Williams says. “That was a front-end
core requirement that we accom-
modate the books. And [we had

to figure out] how do we do that
beautifully and malke it feel natural
for the space.”

The collection of books is
noticeable, but the most striking
element of the room is the over-
sized painting by America Martin,
commissioned through TEW
Galleries, that pops with color
against the neutral backdrop.

“When lintroduced America’s
work to Kevin, ] was a bit unsure,
but he really gravitated to her work

Todd went on 8 special shopping
trip to New York to select the light
fixtures by Apparatus Studio.

more than ] anticipated,” Papado-
poulos says. “It was really a wonder-
ful experience to work with her on
this special commission.”

The open kitchen, equipped with
Miele and Sub-Zero appliances,
maintains the condo’s earthy hues
with white oak cabinetry and quartz
countertops. It features a four-seat
island that’s the perfect vantage
point from which to take in the
skyline view through sliding glass
doors that run the length of the
living space.

“The space has a very relaxed,
cohesive feel due to the colors, ma-
terials and fabrics used,” Todd says.

For some added texture, the
design team installed a grasscloth
wallcovering by Phillip Jeffries that
extends throughout the main living
space into the bedroom corridor. In
the master suite, city views from a
second balcony and two paintings
from Anne Irwin Fine Art offer addi
tional visual interest. An oversized
glass door also provides an unex-
pected peek into the sleek master
bathroom, done in quartz counter-

tops and porcelain tile.

“When the door of the bedroom
is closed, this entire suite belongs to
Kevin, so it doesn’t matter [that the
wall is glass], but it lets all the light
through and makes the space feel
larger,” Williams says.

Taking this condo from the 1980s
into the design ideals of today was
no easy feat, and Todd wanted to
make sure the finished product
was modern and upscale but still
casual and inviting. Williams and
Papadopoulos put their design
acumen to work to make sure it
was just that, creating an unfussy,
yet sophisticated backdrop to
which the homeowner could
add his hand-selected touches.

“An important thing for Kevin was
that it felt relaxed. We love that the
current definition of luxury is about
being calm and not that fake fancy
from the late '90s and [early] 2000s.
Kevin's vision was definitely not
that,” Williams says. “Opening the
front door and feeling that exhale
of the comfort and ease of a space
were important to him.” ™

Mark Williams’ Top Tips For Design
That Is Upscale And Relaxed

1. Keep your base palette of architectural materials simple
and calm. Once you add “the stuff of your life" in front of
the base architecture, you don't want visual clutter.

“.. Defining spaces with ceiling details or dramatic changes
of color instead of building walls can help open plan spaces
feel more organized and deliberate.

2. Texture on the walls, whether
it's a plaster finish or a natural fiber
wall covering, is a fantastic way to
“relax” a space. It's amazing how
the softness of a simple texture can
create visual peacefulness.

4. Know where your focal points
are and let them shine. As the story
of a space unfolds, it should have

a few starring players, and the rest
should be supporting cast. If every-
thing in the room tries to be the
star of the show, the important focal
points tend to disappear.
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Todd brought his bedroom furniture with him from his previous
condo, including the bed that is dressed in Gramercy linens.
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